Endovascular therapies for noncoronary atherosclerosis in the elderly: supra-aortic vessels and thoracoabdominal aorta lesions.
Due to the aging of the population and the fact that people are living longer, there are increasing numbers of older patients with noncoronary atherosclerosis. Carotid and subclavian arteries are often the first involved vessels in atherosclerosis, and thoracoabdominal aortic involvement is becoming even more frequent. New techniques, such as intra-arterial thrombolysis, protection and thrombo-aspiration devices, and new stent graft designs are becoming available for percutaneous treatment of atherosclerosis in such vessels. In this review, the authors offer geriatric cardiologists an overview and an update of the most recent advances in techniques and results in the field of interventional treatments of atherosclerosis of supra-aortic vessels and thoracoabdominal aorta in the elderly.